[image: image1.jpg]Pﬂﬁ@ﬂﬁ@ﬂ @m













Minutes from 9-17-2009
Southwest Project Grass Executive Committee Meeting Hoss’s Restaurant 10:30 am

Meeting called to order at 10:39am by Glenn Moyer
In attendance:

John Hewitt, Emily Bloom, Susan Moon, Virgil Wilford, Rich Huether, Dave Steele, Jessica Schaub, Lynn Vozniak, Glenn Moyer, J.B. Harrold, Jason McGinnis, Bill Clouser, Dale Tudor, Marci Tudor, Kelly Hughes, John Dryzal, Daina Beckstrand, Dan Griffith and Larry Lohr
Public Comment:  None

Activities, Updates and County Reports: 

These were given.  Conservation Districts represented: Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Blair, Cambria, Centre, Indiana, Somerset, Washington and Westmoreland.
Bill Clouser reported that the PA Department of Agriculture is down from 7 to 3 Regional Directors.  In PA the agricultural agencies have 2% of the workers but have absorbed 22% of the workforce cuts.

Treasury Report: 

The treasurer’s report was given by Sue Moon.  Copies were handed out.  

Sue stated that there is $379.20 remaining in the projects section of the Growing Greener grant.  This was discussed.
Motion by Lynn seconded by Jason to have the remaining $379.20 split between the remaining two projects to be completed, one in Armstrong County and one in Fayette County to provide $189.60 per project.  Motion approved
Sue also went over the 2010 proposed budget.  Copies were passed out for review.  This will be acted on at the next meeting.
Previous Meeting Minutes: John went over the minutes from the June 18, 2009 meeting,

Mini-Grant requests: A request for $100.00 was received from Greene County for help with the field day to be held in Greene County on September 20th.

Motion was made by John and seconded by Lynn to approve the request for $100.00 from Greene County.  Motion approved.

CCPI Grant:

Dave Steele discussed possibly looking into funding under the Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI).  It has been found that this cannot be used in the same manner as the Growing Greener Grants we have done in the past.  This will need further investigation and will be something that will possibly be available for next year.  This was discussed at length.
Motion made by Jason second by Rich to pursue this funding further.  Motion carried.

New Energy Harvest Grant: J.B. and Dave discussed this.

At this point we need to look at a new sponsor for a grant.  Penn Soil is not interested in sponsoring this application this year.  After discussion it was decided to ask Penn’s Corner RC&D and Southern Alleghenies RC&D to cosponsor this.

Calendars and Sticks & Books:

Calendars: J.B. stated that Laurel Rush and Beth Futrick have been working on this.  Sticks & Books: J.B. discussed the numbers of remaining sticks and books.  Jana Malot had contacted J.B. about possibly ordering more sticks and books.  J.B. also discussed applying for a grant from John Dawes to help with getting more of these.  
 Motion made by Jason second by Lynn to proceed with an application to the Foundation for PA Watersheds grant for sticks & books.  Motion approved.
NRCS Advisor Report: J.B. discussed the following items:
· Cover Crop Field Day – Smith Oak Farm, Reynoldsville, PA, October 9, 2009 9:00-3:30.  There will be NMA Cont. Ed. Credits, Cert. Crop Consultant Credits and NRCS Wildlife Credits available for this field day.
· Jana Malot has asked J.B. to get together some information for the GLCI report.  He will be asking Districts to gather some information for this.

· The Conservation Stewardship Program was discussed.  Handouts were passed around for the group.

· Prescribed Grazing -528- is under revision.

· Fence Spec. – 382- is also under revision.

· Discussed the 5% Agronomic Spot Checking of completed systems.  As of today Fence is an Agronomic BMP.  NRCS is also planning to come out with an Agronomic Job Approval.

· Ag progress Days went well.  A solar tracker was bought and used for the display.

REAP: 

Bill Clouser discussed the REAP Program.  Reap has been really well received.  It is unknown at this time what will be funded and at what level under the State Budget.  It was discussed how the new Grazing Standard will effect the REAP Program.

Bill discussed some NMA staffing moves.  Some of the PDA people who work on Nutrient Management will now be working under the State Conservation Commission.

Education and Outreach: Nothing to report
Meeting Adjourned 12:09 pm.
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