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Minutes from 6-18-2009
Southwest Project Grass Executive Committee Meeting Somerset PA
Meeting brought to order at 10:10am by John Hewitt 

Laurel Rush sitting in to take minutes.
In attendance: Laurel Rush, Daina Beckstrand, Jeff Fliss, Lenny Lichuar, Lynn Vozniak, Chris Rerko, Ryan Harr, Dave Steele, Jessica Schaub, Susan Moon, Lou Kopczyk, Rich Huether, Dan Griffith, J.B. Harrold and John Hewitt.
Public Comment:  None
Existing Growing Greener updates were given by J.B. Harrold with County input.
· Counties with completed Projects: Armstrong, Allegheny, Bedford, Beaver, Butler, Cambria, Westmoreland and Washington.

· Counties with completed Projects with bills still to be submitted: Fayette, Indiana. (Fayette submitted theirs at the meeting).

· Counties with Projects under construction: Greene, Blair

· Counties with Projects not started: Somerset and Centre. (Somerset County’s project will not be able to be completed)
· Funding available at this time: $2,000.00 originally for books and sticks moved to construction, $5,191.78 remainder from Somerset, $249.00 remainder from Butler and $140.59 remainder from Fayette.  This is a total of $7,581.37 construction funds available.

The floor was opened for discussion of the Greene, Blair and Centre County projects.

1. Greene County Project:

· Motion by Sue Moon Second by Jessica Schaub to extend the Greene County project deadline for project completion to June 30, 2009 any funding remaining after completion will then be rolled into a new project by SWPG.  Motion Approved.  Laurel Rush Abstained.

The next Southwest Project Grass Meeting will be held on September 17, 2009 at 10:00. Location to be announced.
2. Blair County Project:

· Motion by Sue Moon Second by Dan Griffith to extend the Blair County project completion deadline to September 10, 2009 with final inspection to be done and bills submitted by the September 17, 2009 SWPG Meeting.  If these criteria are not met the contract will be voided with funding reallocated to another project at that time.  Motion approved.  Rich Huether Abstained.

3. Centre County Project:

· Motion by Lynn Vozniak Second by Dan Griffith to extend the Centre County project completion deadline to September 10, 2009 with final inspection to be done and bills submitted by the September 17, 2009 SWPG Meeting.  If these criteria are not met the contract will be voided with funding reallocated to another project at that time.  Motion approved.  Daina Beckstrand Abstained.

At this time there is $7,581.37 available funding for use towards the construction of additional projects.  The floor was opened for discussion of any additional projects that counties had brought along for possible funding.

Projects:

· Cambria County 1 project with a total cost of $14,040.00.  70% cost share amount would be $9828.00. 

· Armstrong County 2 projects.  The 1st one (the Truitt Project) has a total cost of $6,500.00 with 70% cost share amount being $4,500.00.  The Second one has a total cost of $8,037.00 with 70% cost share being $5,625.00.

· Fayette County 1 project (a continuation of the Wilson project that was just completed) with a total cost of $8,900.00 with 70% cost share amount of $6,230.00.
· Allegheny County 1 project with a total cost of $20,000.00 with 70% cost share amount of $14,000.00.

These merits of these projects were discussed at length.

Motion by Lynn Vozniak Seconded by Laurel Rush to offer $3,228.00 total cost share to the Truitt project in Armstrong County and $4,353.37 total cost share to the Wilson project in Fayette County to install their projects.  If this funding is not accepted by either or both the funding not accepted will be offered to the Cambria County project for installation of their project. Any or all of these projects that are funded will have a project completion date of May 15, 2010.  Motion approved.  Lou Kopczyk, Chris Rerko and Jessica Schaub Abstained.
Chris Rerko and Jessica Schaub agreed to contact the farmers with these two projects about this partial funding offer and let J.B. Harrold know by June 22, 2009 if these new contracts will move forward.  If not Lou Kopczyk will be notified of the funding availability for his project.

New Growing Greener Grants:


Jeff Fliss gave an update on the Growing Greener Grant requirements for this signup period.  Some of the highlights of this update are:

· Block grants will no longer be funded.

· Discussed the likelihood being considerably lower to receive funding for a multi-county project such as SWPG normally submits as opposed to individual Counties writing grant applications for projects within priority watersheds themselves.

· Grants for multiple projects are subject to cuts of less qualified projects.

· 50% of the score during ranking is based on prioritization.

· There are Regional Watershed priorities.

· Watershed restoration plans if done will help with scoring.

· Districts should ask the regional DEP offices to do TMDLs in watersheds that they would like to do work in.

· Priority watersheds and the reasons why not all Counties have them were discussed.

Motion by Rich Huether Seconded by Dan Griffith for SWPG to not submit a Growing Greener Grant for this application period but to have SWPG write a letter of support for Ag related grant applications from individual Counties within the SWPG area.  Motion Approved.
The field day that was held in May was discussed.  Also discussed was the need during the next budget writing period to separate out the SWPG May field day funding from the mini-grant funding.
Motion by Chris Rerko Seconded by Lou Kopczyk to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved. Meeting Adjourned 12:15 pm.
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