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Minutes from 2-17-2010
Southwest Project Grass Executive Committee Meeting Hoss’s Restaurant 10:30 am

Meeting called to order at 10:41am by Larry Lohr
In attendance:

Julie Maxwell, Lou Kopczyk, Kelly Hughes, Don Williams, Sherene Hess, Dan Griffith, Alysha Trexler, John Scott, Ryan Harr, Beth Futrick, Rich Huether, Laurel Rush, Susan Moon, Dave Steele, Larry Lohr, J.B. Harrold, Jason McGinnis, John Hewitt and Ray Kelly.
Public Comment:  None

Activities, Updates and County Reports: 

These were given.  Conservation Districts represented: Allegheny, Indiana, Blair, Cambria, Greene, Somerset, Washington and Westmoreland. 
A report was also given for PDA by John Scott.  Farmer reports were given by John Scott, Ray Kelly, Larry Lohr, Alysha Trexler and Jason McGinnis.
During the report by Dave Steele for the Southern Alleghenies RC&D an update on the Core 4 Calendar was given by Dave, Laurel and Beth.  The calendar is being planned to begin for the 2011 year and will be a two year calendar.  The process is moving along and sample calendar pages were passed around for input.  Districts that have pictures they would like to have considered for inclusion in the calendar are asked to send them the Beth Futrick at bfutrick@blairconservationdistrict.org. 
Treasury Report: 

The treasurer’s report was given by Sue.  Copies were handed out.  

Motion made by Laurel seconded by Jason to approve the treasurer’s report.  Motion Approved
Previous Meeting Minutes: John went over the minutes from the November 19, 2009 meeting.  
Motion made by Dan seconded by Lou to approve the SWPG minutes of the November 19, 2009 meeting.  Motion Approved
2010 Nominating Committee:  Dan Griffith presented the committee report. The nominees presented were Jim Kenney, Jason McGinnis, Cinda Corl and Ken Schrock.
Motion by Sue second by Laurel to approve Jim, Jason, Cinda and Ken for a two year term as Executive Committee Members.  Motion Approved.

Election of Officers:  Dan Griffith ran the meeting during the election of officers.  Nominations were opened for the position of Chairman.  J.B. stated the Glenn Moyer had said that he would not be able to continue in this capacity this year.  Sue nominated Larry Lohr Rich seconded.

Dave moved that nominations be closed Laurel seconded.  Motion approved.
Nominations were opened for the position of Vice Chairman.  Rich nominated Jason McGinnis Larry seconded.

Rich moved that nominations be closed Larry seconded.  Motion approved.

Laurel moved that nominations be closed Rich seconded.  Motion approved.

Nominations were opened for the position of Secretary/Treasurer.  Jason nominated John Hewitt Rich seconded.

Jason moved that nominations be closed Rich seconded.  Motion approved.

Laurel moved that nominations be closed Rich seconded.  Motion approved.

The Meeting was handed over to Larry Lohr.
Dues, Subscriptions to Stockman or Graze:  Discussion was held on dues.  Sue listed those Counties who had not paid 2010 dues as of this meeting.  She will call the District Managers of those counties as a reminder.  Any county that wishes to change their subscription from either Graze or Stockman to the other should contact Sue before the end of February.
Funding for Speaker Expenses for Quarterly Meetings:  John stated that a question had come up as to who pays for the speakers meals at the SWPG quarterly meetings.  It has been discovered that this has been being picked up personally be J.B. in the past.  This was discussed.

Motion by Rich second by Laurel to use funding from the miscellaneous category of the SWPG budget to pay for speakers meals at quarterly meetings.  Motion Approved.
Appalachian Grazing Conference:  Laurel gave a detailed update.  The next planning meeting is to be held Feb. 18th for this.  The conference will be held in Morgantown again this time.  The dates will be March the 4th and 5th of 2011.
GG Grant Update:  J.B. reported that the Fayette County project is the only remaining project at this time.  The project is at a standstill due to the weather conditions.


NRCS has cancelled the cooperative agreement that they we had with them on this grant.  By doing this there is now $4,341.21 in funding remaining to be used.  Dave suggested that $1,000.00 of this funding be used to help fund the Core 4 Calendar.  Lou suggested that as a backup in the event this is not approved by the Grant Center that the funding be used to fund part of the Bill Myers farm project in Cambria County.  This had been the backup project before.
Motion by Dave second by Jason that $1,000.00 of the remaining Growing Greener funding be used to fund the Core 4 Calendar with the remaining $3,341.21 to be used to fund the Bill Myers project.  In the even the funds cannot be used to fund the calendar all $4,341.21 is to be allocated to the Bill Myers project.  Motion Approved (Lou Kopczyk abstained)

J.B. gave an update on the solar pump grant.

Education & Outreach:  J.B. gave an update on the sticks, books and the library.  Counties in need of sticks and books should contact J.B.  New books have been purchased for the library.  The list will be updated on the website.


The Grassland Contest was discussed.

Motion by Dan second by Lou to approve the $200.00 donation to the Grassland Contest that is in the SWPG budget.  Motion Approved

Dan Griffith asked for funding under the Field Day Mini Grant budget line item for a field day in Westmoreland County.  The details of the field day were discussed.

Motion by Jason second by Laurel to approved the $100.00 Field Day Mini Grant funding request for the Westmoreland County Field Day on May 26th pending application submission.

Motion Approved (Dan Griffith abstained)
SWPG May Field Day:  J.B. discussed the possibility of combining our May field day with the Northwest chapter.
Motion made by John seconded by Sue to combine our May Field Day with the Northwest Chapters Field Day.

Motion Approved.

CCPI Grant Update:  Dave Reported that he and J.B. worked on a draft application in November and December.  They both spoke with Barry Franz and Noel Soto from the NRCS State office about what they would be looking for in the 2010 CCPI Grant program and if the Project Grass proposal would even be considered.  They finalized the first draft grant proposal based on Noel Soto’s input and sent a draft for the State office to review in late January.
· The proposal is for $280,000.00 in 2010 - $20,000.00/county – 14 Counties.

· 25% farmer match (minimum) and 10% in kind match.

The CCPI program is funded by a 6% set-aside of a state’s EQIP allocation for a given year.  NRCS wants to see what the CCPI Grant will provide that would otherwise not be provided.


With this proposal we will provide additional technical assistance through the Conservation District’s assistance with grazing plans and construction inspection.  Also, the farmers match and the environmental benefits data collection will also be considered.

We will be looking for one project per county.  The EQIP guidelines will need to be followed on eligible practices.

NRCS Advisor Report:  J.B. gave his report.

· There will be a webinar series on Grass-Fed Beef Production and Marketing.  These will be on Adobe Connect beginning March 15th.  The website for the program can be accessed at https://breeze.psu.edu/livestock.   Non-employees can get a Friend of Penn State Account at https://fps.psu.edu/ to access the site.

· The 2010 Troy Grazing Conference will be held on February 26th from 9:30am to 3:00pm at the Troy Fire Hall in Troy, PA.  Registration is due by Feb. 19th call 570-265-5288 ext 5 for more info.
· The 13th Annual Northwest PA Grazing Conference will be held March 16th 2010 at Tri-County Church in DuBois, PA.  For more information call Headwaters RC&D Council at 814-375-1372 ext 4.

· USDA has issued the final rule on organic access to pasture.  One of the main points of this rule is that organic farms will now be required to have a pasture management plan.  The full rule and additional information are on display on line at https://www.ams.usda.gov/NOP.

Meeting took a short break for lunch
NRCS Advisor Report Continued: J.B. on behalf of the PA Forage and Grassland Council presented John with their 2010 Conservation Award.

State Project Grass Request:  John read the section of the minutes pertaining to the request by the State Project Grass Committee to assist the other 4 chapters of Project Grass in helping to reorganize the State Committee.  The request had been postpond from the November meeting due to lack of a quorum.  J.B. had talked to Jim Berry and updated the group on this discussion.

After consideration by the group:

Motion by Jason second by Laurel to approve SWPG’s willingness to work with the other 4 Chapters to decide on a method to reorganize the State Committee and to make it a committee that represents the 5 chapters.  Motion approved.
The scheduled speaker was unable to attend due to weather conditions and farm calving problems.
Motion by Laurel second by Rich to adjourn.  Motion approved
Meeting ended at 1:45 pm.
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