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Minutes from 11-06-2008

Southwest Project Grass Coordinating Committee Meeting - Hoss’s Restaurant 10:00 am

The meeting was called to order at 10:12am by Jason McGinnis.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer’s report was given out and discussed.  Sue Moon discussed the Growing Greener Grant and the project landowner contracts that have been submitted.  Those that have not been submitted were also discussed.

Motion by Lou Kopczyk seconded by Chris Rerko to accept the treasurer’s report.  Motion approved.
In attendance:

J.B. Harrold, Bill Clouser, Lynn Vozniak, Dan Griffith, Lou Kopczyk, Susan Moon, Don Williams, Carl Rohr, Rich Huether, Laurel Rush, Laura Smith, Daina Beckstrand, Chris Rerko, Beth Futrick, Ryan Harr, Jim Kenny, Glenn Moyer John Hewitt and Jason McGinnis.

Counties Represented:

Allegheny, Beaver, Blair, Butler, Cambria, Centre, Fayette, Greene, Somerset, Washington and Westmoreland.
Public Comment:  no public comment.
Minutes: John reviewed the minutes of the September 11, 2008 meeting.
Motion made by Chris Rerko and seconded by Dan Griffith to approved the previous minutes.  Motion was approved.
NRCS Advisor Report:  J.B. passed around some new products that are on the market for fencing for the group to see.
· J.B. suggested that Schroth Lumber (a maker of fence posts) may be a good future field day. 

· The grazing sticks will be available soon.

· The grazing books are available now.

· NRCS is working on a new training session.  They are interested in hearing ideas for subject matter.

· J.B. discussed using shielded wire on solar pumps for the signal wire.  Fence power is interfering with the signal on some of the systems not using this.
· The pumps that we have were discussed.

· The SWPG library was discussed.  Chris Rerko made a motion and Laurel Rush seconded to get a list of 3 books together to present to the group for purchase.  The motion was approved. J.B. was asked to look at the list we have and come up with some choices.
Bill Clouser introduced Daina Beckstrom.  Daina is with Centre County Conservation District and will be attending the meetings.  Daina was welcomed by the group.

Appalachian Grazing Conference: Laurel gave an update on the conference.

Nominating Committee: An update was given by Dan and Jason.

2007 GG Grant Projects Update: Carl gave an update on this.  Budget shortfalls of the State were also discussed.  J.B. discussed the pasture condition scoring that he has been doing as part of this grant.  The results will be provided when they are completed.

Solar Grant: J.B. gave an update.  He suggested that if anyone has a project they should get the application in.  If one of the current projects should drop out we will need a quick turn around on a replacement.  It would help to have some applications in and ready.  Contact J.B. for the necessary paperwork.  Some discussion was held on solar pump capabilities.
Education and Outreach: Dan discussed having a field day/meeting on a 200 acre farm that has installed a good many practices etc…  This is the Kim Miller farm.  Discussion was held about holding the May meeting there.

Motion by Dan seconded by John to hold the May Meeting/Field Day on the Kim Miller farm.  Motion was approved.

Motion by Lou seconded by Chris to approve the 2009 Budget.  Motion was approved (copy attached)

The next meeting will be held on Thursday February 12, 2009 at 10:00am at Hoss’s in Somerset.

A break was taken for lunch.

Meeting resumed:  Elizabeth Amos with Horizon Organics was not able to attend as scheduled.

J.B. gave a presentation on a Nutrient Balance Sheet for pastures that is being developed.  When this is done we will put it on the website.

Meeting adjourned at 12:40pm

	
	
	
	

	Projected 2008 Project Grass                               Checking Account Balance Carryover to 2009
	$8,850.00
	 
	 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2009 Project Grass Proposed Budget

	Proposed Income
	Budget
	Income
	Balance

	Dues
	$2,800.00
	 
	$2,800.00

	Grazing Books 
	$800.00
	 
	$800.00

	Grazing Sticks 
	$1,000.00
	 
	$1,000.00

	Interest
	$150.00
	 
	$150.00

	Total
	$4,750.00
	$0.00
	$4,750.00

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Proposed Expense
	Budget
	Expense
	Balance

	Alternative Water Pumps
	$250.00
	 
	$250.00

	Field Days/Education
	$500.00
	 
	$500.00

	Grazing Books
	$800.00
	 
	$800.00

	Grazing Sticks
	$1,000.00
	 
	$1,000.00

	Library
	$150.00
	 
	$150.00

	Magazine Subscriptions
	$448.00
	 
	$448.00

	Misc
	$1,000.00
	 
	$1,000.00

	Postage
	$400.00
	 
	$400.00

	Total
	$4,548.00
	$0.00
	$4,548.00

	 
	 
	 
	 

	2009 Proposed                                         Project Grass Budget Balance
	$202.00
	$0.00
	$202.00
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