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Minutes from 9-16-2010
Southwest Project Grass Meeting Somerset County PA 10:00 am
Meeting called to order at 10:12 am by Jason McGinnis
In attendance:

Laurel Rush, Rich Huether,  J.B. Harrold, Jana Malot, Susan Moon, Don Williams, Lou Kopczyk, Virgil Wilford, Bill Clouser, Jessica Schaub, Dan Griffith, Daina Beckstrand, Cinda Corl, Jason McGinnis and John Hewitt.  Conservation Districts represented: Armstrong, Blair, Cambria, Centre, Greene, Somerset, Westmoreland and Washington.
John stated that the speakers had been scheduled a few weeks ago by Chris and that there had been a mix up in the scheduled date for the meeting.  The speakers had arrived yesterday instead of today.  Sue had purchased lunch for both speakers yesterday here at Hoss’s at a cost of $30.00 at John’s request.  They have already scheduled for another function so are not able to return today.
Public Comment:  None
Reports – 
· Dan Griffith passed around brochures for a Pasture Walk and Farm Tour that Westmoreland CD will be holding on Sept. 21st @ the Holterholm Farm in Maryland.

· Bill Clouser with the State Conservation Commission discussed the 2010 budget cuts.  The REAP allocation this year went to left over applicants from last year.

· Jana updated the group on GLCI activities.  She stated that if Districts are planning a field day they should contact her about possible funding for this.  There is funding for field days through GLCI as long as certain criteria are met.  GLCI and Penn’s Corner RC&D are in discussions about having GLCI do more of the Grassland Contest preparation and duties.  Due to new hires by NRCS, mostly in the Bay area, there will be more trainings being offered for people writing grazing plans and conservation plans.
Treasurer’s Report:  Sue handed out copies of the treasurer’s report to everyone.  John will be sending out dues notices for the 2011 year soon.

Dues:  Discussion was held on the dues amount of $200.00.  It was decided to leave the dues amount as is for 2011.
Appalachian Grazing Conference:  Laurel gave an update.  She also passed around Conference brochures for everyone.  J.B. discussed a request sent to us by the Conference Committee asking for support for the Conference.  According to the treasurer’s report we support the Conference last year at the silver level of $500.00.  Discussion was held on the benefits to local farmers by having this Conference so close.
Motion by Dan, seconded by Jessica to support the 2011 Appalachian Grazing Conference at the $500.00 level.  Motion approved.  Laurel Abstained.

Previous Minutes: John discussed the minutes from the February 17th and May 20th 2010 meetings.  A quorum was not present at the May meeting for action on the February meeting minutes. 

Motion by Jessica, seconded by Dan, to approve the minutes from the February 17th and the May 20th meetings.  Motion was approved.
GG Grant Final Report:  J.B. passed around and discussed a summary of the raw data obtained for the grant final report.  When completed, a copy of the final report will be given to John for inclusion on the SWPG website.  Discussion was held on possibly applying for another Growing Greener Grant.  This will be placed on the agenda for the November meeting.
Solar Pump Grant: J.B. passed around data on the Solar Grant and discussed the projects and results.  The report on this project will be forwarded to John when completed for inclusion on the website.
Possible NRCS Funds for Outreach:  Jana discussed possible NRCS funding through cooperative agreement with a one year time frame.  There is a $2,500.00 limit on projects without matching funds.  Any projects that require more funding that this will need to have matching funds.  Originally there was a 50/50 match requirement but the Chief has waived that requirement in favor of a 75/25 match.  Discussion was held about possibly using this funding source to hold a grazing conference in this area.  Also a suggestion was made to request funding through this source for sticks and books to be handed out at the Appalachian Conference by SWPG.
Motion by Laurel, seconded by John, to pursue a grant through this funding source for sticks and books.  The Motion was approved.

A committee was formed consisting of Laurel, J.B. and John to pursue this.

Proposed EQIP:  Jana and J.B. discussed proposed EQIP funding for sacrificed areas for horses.  The proposed sizing is for 500-600 sq. ft. per horse for a group of three horses.  This will be within the existing standard but the stone recommendation should be on the high end of the standard so that the horses do not pull up the filter fabric.  The fence cost for horses is also proposed to increase since visible fence for horses cost more.
NRCS Advisor Report:  J.B.-

· This year to date he has written 52 grazing plans covering 3,000 acres, done eight I&Es and has twenty request currently on his desk.

· Discussed the Beef Grazing School that was held.

· There will be a Dairy School starting tomorrow (Friday Sept. 17th) and continuing through Saturday.

· Discussed the Holterholm farm tour being held by Westmoreland County.

· On September 22nd there will be an organic pasture rule training at the Oakhurst Tea Room.
· The next GLCI meeting will be held on October 20th at 10:00 am at Hoss’s in State College.

· Anyone with ideas for information, books and/or other material to be included in the library, please bring your ideas to the November meeting.

· CSP - J.B. stated that he is available to assist with the Pasture Condition Score if anyone is in need of assistance.

Next Meeting Date:  The next SWPG meeting will be held at 10:00 am on November 17th, 2010 at Hoss’s in Somerset.
Additional:  Jason stated that he felt that SWPG should reimburse Sue for the cost of the meals for the speakers yesterday.
Motion by Rich, seconded by Laurel to reimburse Sue $30.00 for the cost of the meal for the speakers.  Motion approved.  Sue abstained.

Jana informed the group that the 50th Anniversary Conference of the PA Forage & Grassland Council will be held on November 23rd in Lancaster County.  Contact Jana for details if you are interested in attending.  There are Planning credits available for those who attend.
There was a question posed as to where we stand with the request to help reorganize the State Project Grass.  J.B. stated that since we agreed to help with this there had been no more movement on the subject.  The State Committee had planned to approach the other chapters after talking to us.  That has not been done at this time.  There are currently only two of the Project Grass Chapters having regular meetings, with a third trying to get back on track.  

Motion by Dan, seconded by Jessica to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved.
Meeting adjourned at 11:56 am.
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