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Minutes from 2-12-2009
Southwest Project Grass Executive Committee Meeting Hoss’s Restaurant 10:00 am

In attendance:

John Hewitt, Carl Rohr, Brad Yothers, Cody Waltimire, Emily Bloom, Paul Shaffer, Sherene Hess, Susan Moon, Virgil Wilford, Lou Kopczyk, Rich Huether, Dave Steele, Laurel Hoffman, Jessica Schaub, John Bohonak, Suzy Funka-Petery, Chris Rerko, Laura Smith, Ryan Harr, Lynn Vozniak, Laurel Rush, Jim Kenney, Glenn Moyer, J.B. Harrold and Jason McGinnis
Public Comment:  None

Activities, Updates and County Reports were given.  Conservation Districts represented: Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, Bedford, Blair, Butler, Cambria, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Somerset, Washington and Westmoreland.
During reports Laurel Rush asked that SW Project Grass send a letter of support for Jim and Billie Cowell who are farmers in Greene County.  This letter would be to support their nomination for a 2009 National Environmental Stewardship Award.  

Motion to write a letter of support for Jim and Billie Cowell was made by Lou Kopczyk and seconded by John Hewitt.  Motion was approved.
John Bohonak asked if the Committee would consider having a calendar printed.  This was discussed. A Calendar that was done by another group was passed around for viewing during the meeting.
Treasury Report: given by Sue Moon: 

· 2008 beginning Balance was $9,693.95.

· Balance as of December 31, 2008 was $8,888.36.
· Allegheny County's 2008 dues were paid today.
There was a concern voiced by Sue about the funding availability for books and sticks in the budget that was approved in November. The budget shows $1,800.00 income for this.
Motion made by Lynn and seconded by Chris to revise the budget to show $0.00 income for this item.  Motion approved.
Dues, Subscriptions to Stockman or Graze:  2009 Dues have been paid by Beaver, Westmoreland, Indiana, Washington, Somerset, Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Centre and Armstrong counties.
All present requested that subscriptions remain the same as 2008.

Election of Executive Committee: Laurel Rush Performed the Chairman duties for this section of the meeting.

1. Glenn Moyer, Larry Lohr and John Hewitt were nominated for the open offices.

· Motion and second to approve the nominees. Motion Approved.
2. Nominations were opened for officers.

· Motion by Laurel Hoffman Second by Jason McGinnis to retain existing officers. Motion Approved. ( Chairman Glenn Moyer, Vice Chairman Larry Lohr, Secretary/Treasurer John Hewitt)

Meeting turned back over to Glenn Moyer.
Previous Meeting Minutes: Motion by Laurel Rush and seconded by Chris to approve the minutes as mailed.  Motion Approved.
NRCS Advisor Report: J.B. discussed the following items:
· 2009 NW Grazing Conference

· Winter Education Meeting

· PaGFLC Grant Program

· SE Project Grass Workshop

· Solar Trackers for solar water systems.

· Grassland Contest.  This item was discussed by J.B. and Sherene.  Penn’s Corner inquired about a donation for the contest. Motion made by Chris seconded by Laurel Rush to donate $200.00 for the Grassland Contest.  Motion Approved.
Appalachian Grazing Conference: Laurel Rush gave an update on the Grazing Conference.  J.B. will be taking the SWPG pumps for demonstration purposes.  A vendor display will also be setup for SWPG.

GG Grant Projects update and Solar Grant update:
· GG Grants – A reminder was given to have the projects completed by June 1st.  A meeting date was set for June 18th 10:00 am at the Somerset Service Center.  This meeting will be used to go over the GG projects.  Counties are asked to bring new projects if available in the event funding becomes available due to uncompleted projects.  Any new projects approved at this time would have to be completed by June 2010.

· Solar Grant Update – Projects are moving along.  One project dropped out.  The funding for this is being reallocated.  The money from this grant has to be spent by June 2009.

Education and Outreach: 
· John reported on the website activity.  There have been 747 visits to the website since February of 2008.  

· Books and sticks were discussed.
· Discussion was held on finding funding for a calendar for 2010.  Various grant options were discussed. Information will be gathered by those present and sent to John who will then get it out to everyone.
May Field Day: 

· Westmoreland County has volunteered to host the meeting which will be held at the Kim Miller farm.  A tentative date of May 21st has been presented with a starting time of 9:30.  Dan Griffith will get a brochure together to be sent out to everyone.
New Grant Applications:  

· Discussion was held about the possibility of applying for another Solar Grant with the North West Chapter.  It was decided to go ahead and do this.  
· Next under discussion was a new Growing Greener Grant.  It was decided to have Counties get GG projects together for this and bring them with them to the June 18th meeting.  J.B. will get a form to John to be sent to the Counties.

Meeting Adjourned 11:45 pm.
Lunch was held followed by a presentation on organic farming by Richard Stahl.
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